Internet Reciprocal Teaching
(An overarching structure for modeling purposeful conversations abut Internet strategies)

Overview: In order to set the expectations for what we’re looking for in small grouk, War
important to model as a whole class purposeful conversations about Isteatedies.
Eventually, students will internalize this structure.

Modeling serves the following purposes:

1) making students more aware of the unique strategies they're usinglotethet,

2) providing new vocabulary and opportunity to share with group members,

3) showing that students’ contributions are highly valued,

4) setting the tone for collaboration and cooperation by providing spacerantbtistudent
contributions,

5) creating a strategy chart resource that can be added on to throughohotheear.

Process:

1. Choose an Internet tool you'd like to explore with students (these lessdiosased on
Internet communication using wikis and email — and stem from the same bkic tas

2. Examples using a search engine, critically evaluating information, syntiegsideas
from multiple sites.

3. Introduce the basics feature of the Internet tool you've chosen, showing and explaining
how it works.

4. Assign a purposeful task using the tool you've introduced. Students can work
individually or in pairs.

5. Provide time for students to complete the task (observe as studentsriing).

6. Make note of instances where students are using unique strategies thairgbthe
information you taught in the introduction.

7. When a unique strategy is observed, bring it to that students’ attention, ahthagld
be prepared to share and demonstrate their strategy to the class.

8. Plan time for students to share/demonstrate to the class what thei strategy was
(and how it was useful to them in completing the task).

9. List these unique strategies as a class on chart paper to uséeasracee

TWO RELATED LESSONS WERE PILOTED USING THE STRUCTURE ABOVE
Lesson One

Collaborative Writing on a Wiki Using the Process of Internet Recipocal Teaching:
A Telecollaborative Project between a 4/5 grade class in CA and a8 grade class in CT

Purpose Students will be introduced to the concept of a wiki and its featuredersuwill

work in pairs to co-construct a wiki entry on a national park. Pairs willbmmitde “virtually”
with another & grade class to edit, revise, and compose the entries. Both classeswilhe the
changes using the history features, and respond to any comments made by thesether cla

Objective: Students will learn the purpose of a wiki and experience co-consg et in
collaboration with pairs of students in a partner class. Studentgseilhe comment features on
the wiki to discuss ideas they will include in their writing witleir partner class. Students will
track the history of the wiki pages they created to see how their entdk®d over time through
the process of collaboration.



Introduction: The Internet allows us to do many new things. One of the most exciting things is
being able to share ideas with others quickly and easily. When you are ableatmtalideas

with others, it can enrich what you learn by bringing you in contact with new aaeaisew
perspectives that you may never have thought of on your own.

Basically a wiki is space on the Internet that many people share arat wsdihg things
together. For many reasons, they feel that writing cooperatively wighsoginriches the product
of what they share because they can talk about it, ask each other quasticggand what they
want to find out about. Two brains or multiple brains working on the same thingtegethan
one.

One of the most well-known wikis available on the Internet is Wikipedi&ipétlia is an online
encyclopedia that can be edited by anyone easily and quickly. Since everyadenhas
something new to share, collaboration enriches the experience.

For example, lets look at the Wikipedia entry on the Hupa Native Aamefigbe of California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HupaWe could make edits to this page and everyone who views it
can learn from what we know (demonstrate by adding a new fact onto the Wikipgdiaging

the “edit this page feature”).

Explanation of the TasK oday, we're going to use a wiki to respond to a request that was sent to
our class from anothef"grade class in San Francisco.

newliteracies | National Parks

Home Edit page New page Comments Files * Log out * Settings * Hel

QuickStart Recent Activity SideBar

L_\.L)Create a new page

a d m

Use another template

B Musnch Photography

[5 Take a tour R
4th & 5th grade students

5th graders in Mr. Long’s class in San Francisco. Jordan, an exchange student from Great Britain, has come to study with us. We're encouraging Jordan to visit
at least two national parks during this four-month stay in the USA. Please help our class research the national parks and make suggestions about the ones that are
most fun and exciting to visit.

We

Directions
1. You and your partner will be assigned to learn more about one National Park.
2. Explore the Internet sites about your park.

3. Students from another class have started writing about each of the parks, and have shared good sites to visit to learn more.

o

Look for the special qualities, and best sights to see in each park.
5. Make your page as convincing as possible to get Jordan to visit your park. Revise, edit, and add ideas to what other students have already started

6. Use the "discussion features” to exchange ideas about your writing with students from the other class. The other class will look at your comments and respond to
them.

7. Save the changes to your page when you are done.

making his decision




Show the Wiki Page about National Parks, and explain the task. Go to
http://newliteracies.pbwiki.com/National%20Pagksplain that students will be working in pairs
to create a page about a national park (about 5 sentences with g pitalrstudents that
another class (show their digital photo) will be reading theiresaind adding on to the
information, revising what was written, and reorganizing the ideas in tardeake the entry as
good as it can be. Classes will use the comments feature to ask queEfstioasnother and make
suggestions for what should be added, revised, or changed.

Example Let’s look at an example of one that is completely done. See entry on AratieasaN
Parkhttp://newliteracies.pbwiki.com/ArchesNationalPark

newliteracies | ArchesNationalPark
Home Edit page New page Comments Files » Log out * Seftings * Help
Arches National Park QuickStart Recent Activity SideBar

L:'.)Create a new page

Create a om

L= > 3 syllabus

te a group project

Use another template

[5] Take a tour [edit]

Delicate Arch, Arches National Park

Why We Think You Should Visit

Some people think of trees and waterfalls when they hear the words "National Park." Arches National Park, in Utah,
will paint a different picture. It's beautiful because of it's natural stone arches. You can hike to the arches. Guided
walks and campfire program take place daily. There is also an upaved road that you can drive on to see the sights.
There are also remote backpacking areas and unpaved 4-wheel drive roads. If you like to see the wonders of nature
in a desert climate, then Arches is the place for you. The sights you'll see will take your breath away. In Arches
Mational Park, there is a species of lizard that you might want to see!

Resources to find out about Arches National Park

ds/arches.html
ork.com/parkinfo/ar/
rches National Park

http:// kipedia.org/

Back to Mational Parks

Discuss with the class briefly with the class and show: 1) how to use tipagelibutton to
revise, change or add new information on to the page, 2) how to use the save lattordtthe
changes, 3)how to use the comments feature to pose a question or maket aftugiesher
class. Mention ways collaboration can occur to create the entry. erepace for students to
make new discoveries of their own and use unique strategies as well.

Directions: To begin, go tohttp://newliteracies.pbwiki.com/National%20Parksad login in.
Enter your first name and last initial atite password: nagano to log in. You don’t need to
enter an email address. Once logged in, you can view the main page witle¢klierdirand click
on the links to the parks to add/revise/rework the information posted byh#rectdss.

Modeling Show the directions and follow the directions to model what tdR#wise Arches
National Park together as an example of how to use the specific feature



Step 1: Assign parks to pairs of students.

Step 2. Explore the Internet sites about your park that are contained on eagtagige(perhaps
just choose one or two).

Step 3. Students from the class have started writing about each of thegbémigsthie special
gualities, location, and best sights to see in each park. Some have incluctedea pi

Step 4. Revise, edit, and add ideas to what other students have alreadlyMtkeeyour page
as convincing as possible to get Jordan to visit your park.

Step 5. Read the comments that go with each page. This is where théasthbas included
guestions or requests they'd like you to respond to. You can discuss your idegisgvith
students from the other class using the comments section.

Step 6. Save the changes to your page when you are done.

Independent PracticeProvide work time for each pair to get going on the task.

Observe Observe students closely as they're working to look for instancesgqfeusirategy
use. When you find these instances, note them and ask students if they’d beavilling
demonstrate and talk about these strategies in front of the class.

Instances of unique strategiésased on analysis of student work and observation):

Students were not taught how to create text boxes around facts but studesgstalumoso, and
figured out how. See example below:

newliteracies | BryceCanyon
Home Edit page New page Comments (1) Files * Log out * Settings * Help
BI’yCC C‘.lIl}O[l QuickStart Recent Activity SideBar

[yCreate a new page
Create a classroom
Create a syllabus

Use another template

[ Take a tour fedit]

Why We Think You Should Visit This Park

Bryce canyon national park is located in southwestern utah.

It was settled by marmon pioneers in the 18505 and named after Ebenezer Bryce, who settled in the area in 1875,

Resources to find out more about Bryce Canyon

bryce.htm
ce Canyon National Park

Return to National Parks National Parks

Conversation with students who worked on the Bryce Canyon FRegearchet| notice that
you created a text box around one of the facts on your page. It looks great. Why did yeu choos




to do that and how did you do it?” Students’ resporiSéere’s a lot of text on the page and we
wanted where the park was located to stand out. We created a text box by bebatring

with a space and after we typed in the fact, we hit return. We experinterfigare this out.”
Researcher “When we convene as a class today at the end of our work period, would you be
willing to talk about your page, show us what you did, and explain how you createdt thextex
and why. This strategy is one that other kids could use and would benefit framdea“Take
some time now to practice what you will show us and what you will say.”

Closure Discuss with the group things we saw pairs do that was positive. Poinaoes fibr
improvement. If time, show one entry completed by a pair to positively reenéojab well done.
Allow time for pairs of students to come up in front of the class to demtmtigr unique
strategies. Choose a small number of students for demonstration basezfudrobaervation
and utility of the strategies observed.

Follow-up Remind students that the partner class will be working on the Nationatftads in
the next few days, and that next week we’ll take a look at the pagesdonse®nts from the
other class and new contributions. We will track the history of each piagethe comments,
and make final changes to the pages. We can then email Mr. Long’s claesdardin San
Francisco that our pages are ready for viewing and that we look forwaroh#b @efcision about
which park Jordan chose to visit.

This collaboration and the student work that resulted can be viewed iits entirety
at: http://newliteracies.pbwiki.com/National%20Parks (password nagano). This
collaboration is still in progress and additional strategies will be disussed over the
course of the completion of this project.

Lesson Two

Exploring the use of email using an Internet Reciprocal Teaching Appach

Introductionn We're going to learn how to use email to correspond formally and informally.
Each of you will get an ePALS email for school and project use. Let's gdlebasics of what
using ePALS involves (students were walked through how to login in a preggsmn).

Direct Instruction Students were given a handout about the mechanics of how to use ePALS.
Students were walked through all the elements included in the handout (butamstations
were given).

Handout
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Once these elements were discussed, students weskeal to respond to an email that was sent to each

one of their inboxes:

Dear AMS students,

We are 7th graders in Mr. Long’s social studies cla
Francisco. Jordan, an exchange student from Great
come to study with us. We're encouraging Jordan to
least two national parks during this four-month sta
Please help our class research the national parks a
suggestions about the ones that are most fun. They
anywhere in the USA not just in California).

What we’d like you to do:
1. Use the Internet to search for national parks i

2. Research two parks you think are the most excit

3. Tell us the special qualities, location, and bes
see in each park.

4. Send us the websites for the two parks you resea
can find out more information.

Jordan will be interested in getting the planning s
away, so write back as soon as you can. Once we h
we’ll compile the results and share them with you,

us back at: mrlongsclass@epals.com

Thank you,
Mr. Long’s 7th Grade class
San Francisco, CA
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Independent PracticeProvide work time for each pair to get going on the task.




Observe Observe students closely as they're working to look for instancesgfeusirategy
use. When you find these instances, note them and ask students if they’d bdavilling
demonstrate and talk about these strategies in front of the class.

Observations from student work

Marieke discoved a unigue strategy: how to use the signature featute add a personalized
signature block (as evidenced by the dashed line before her signaturéNo others did this.



Alex K. and Rebecca discovered how to imbed usable hyperlinks smemails. While other
students had website addresses in their emails, no others wéclickable”. These two
students figured this strategy out in two different ways.



Closure Allow time for pairs of students to come up in front of the class to demtnsiedr
unique strategies you noted Choose a small number of students for denconisasgid on
careful observation and utility of the strategies observed.

Chart: Set aside a place in the classroom where these strategiissed on a chart. They can be
by students for future reference.

To evaluate student responses to this assignment, here is a guand easy evaluation tool.

Evaluation Rubric
Efficiency (how much completed in allotted time)
0 — unable to craft a response in the time allotted OR the response wascofiRoibie
response was inadequate
1 - response was not developed enough. It only included some of the informatioretequest
2 —response was well developed. It included all of the information requested.
Included References
0- response did not include any site references (links or site titlesewine reader could
check out the resources found/located
1- response included links where the reader could check out the resource®méated/ but
these links did not work (ex: student manually typed in the URL and it wasentar
manually typed in a partial URL).
2- response included fully operational hyperlinks where the reader could chebk out
resources found/located
Format of response is suitable for purpose & audience
0- format of response is not suitable, response is unreadable or confusing
1- format of response is somewhat suitable, however it does not include agyoeeti
closing, nor does it introduce the topic of what's being shared (maylpesit'a list of
resources and an opinion but the reader has no context for the information
2- format of the response is suitable. Includes a greeting and closing. Intrazpicestl
provides a content. Tone of message is consistent to exchanging irdarwigh
someone whom you've never met)
Writing quality
0- there is no evidence that the student thought about the reliability of theatifan and
the source
1 — student mentioned that the reliability of the information was checkeddbodi
elaborate
2 - evidence that student actively investigated the reliability ofhfloemation and the
source is included



